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In a recent interview with Spanish newspaper El Pais in Madrid, Bernardo Jaramillo, leader of the
leftist Patriotic Union (UP), said that Colombian President Virgilio Barco and his government were
"completely worn-out" and ineffective in terms of resolving the crisis of violence affecting that
country. "The Colombian government's policy continues to be one of war, reflected in the over
2,000 deaths and 550 disappeared recorded last year." Jaramillo demanded that Barco's government
initiate a dialogue with guerrilla groups, and accept the Catholic Church as mediator. According
to the UP leader, the current administration has accomplished little more than enhancing the
militarization of national life, and implementing an anti- terrorist law that violates constitutional
norms and suspends a large number of civil rights. On denouncing the apparent duplicity of the
government in the context of last year's proliferation of paramilitary groups, Jaramillo asserted that
the armed forces are definitely involved in the coordination of death squads. The government, he
added, has chosen to ignore the conclusions of several inquiries, many of them official, which have
uncovered links between the Colombian Army and death squads. Next, Jaramillo said the armed
forces, paramilitary groups, big business and drug traffickers are all participants in Colombia's
"dirty war." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 05/30/88)
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